Discussion 3
2.If you are trying to reduce the number of uninsured persons, do you believe the focus should be on altering insurance programs or changing the effect of having one or more of the characteristics of the uninsured?
Wilensky and Teitelbaum (2023) list the characteristics of the uninsured as follows: income level, race and ethnicity, employment status, age, education level, and geography. When trying to reduce the number of uninsured people, it would be easier to alter insurance programs rather than trying to change one or more of the characteristics. For example, some of the characteristics such as age and race cannot be changed. Others like employment status and income level would be hard to change, as the unemployment rate is 4.1% with a peak of 13.2% in May 2020 (U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2024). The inflation rate has increased, while the income rate has not followed suit. The inflation rate as of December 2024 was 2.9%, with its peak at 7% in 2021 (U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2024). In 2022, the highest inflation rate by state was 9.6%, while the change in wages was lowest at -0.8% (Punjwani and Campbell, 2024). Based on these numbers, it would be difficult to change all the factors listed above. Altering insurance programs is the best way to reduce the number of uninsured because essentially only one issue would be tackled, whereas changing characteristics of the uninsured would mean multiple changes. Canada and Great Britain both have universal healthcare systems in place. Both of them primarily use taxes to cover the costs of healthcare (Wilensky and Teitelbaum, 2023). If income taxes were increased here in the U.S. to cover a national healthcare system, would it be worth it? According to the IRS (2024), income taxes range from 10-37%, depending on wage brackets. At this point in time, can the average American afford an increase in income taxes to contribute to a universal healthcare system? These are questions that should also be considered when looking at trying to change insurance programs. 
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